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1
METHOD OF PATTERN-BASED MESSAGE
TRANSMISSION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method of message
transmission, and particularly to a method of pattern-based
message transmission.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Machine Type Communication is a project newly intro-
duced in a Long Term Evolution (LTE) system. The LTE is
an OFDM-based system where a signaling connection setup,
allocation of resources and communication over the pre-
scribed resource is required for communication. In the LTE
system, there is a specific match relationship between sig-
naling and data, and interaction of a lot of signaling is
required for the data transmission. Unlike human to human
communication, e.g., lingual communication, an is Internet
access and etc., the data amount of the messages required to
be transmitted in MTC is low, for example, a machine
simply reports a parameter (e.g., temperature, a reading of
an electric meter, etc.).

For human to human communication, there is a lot of data
amount to be transmitted, the proportion of signaling is low.
However, for MTC, the data amount to be transmitted is low,
so the proportion of signaling is low, thus resulting in
signaling overload and economy problems. For example, a
high proportion of signaling has to be consumed even if a
message with a low data amount is transmitted.

The following situation will arise due to this problem. For
example, for the data transmission between User Equip-
ments (UEs) in MTC, the system can support data trans-
mission of a user but can not bear signaling, that is, the
system can support only a small number of users at the
signaling aspect. The problem of a signaling overload as a
result thereof will also influence communication efficiency.

On the other hand, both data transmission and signaling
transmission will be scheduled via Physical Downlink Con-
trol Channel (PDCCH) signaling. However, PDCCH
resources are limited and shared throughout a cell. Signaling
resulting from MTC has a higher priority than data during
scheduling. Thus, an excessive resource may be occupied
and even all the PDCCH resources may be consumed by
considerable signaling overheads resulting from MTC,
which causes a serious consequence, for example, influenc-
ing communication of other users in the cell, restricting
communication of the another user (for example, a user in an
ongoing voice communication may be dropped).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Apparently, the drawback of the prior art is that consid-
erable signaling overheads for MTC have to be consumed
for the transmission of a low amount of data, while it will
also influence the total resource in a cell, for is example, the
allocation of PDCCH resources. The excessive signaling
overheads may restrict the communication of another user in
the cell, so how to reduce the signaling overheads is a
challenging issue.

Since many User Equipments (UEs) of MTC in a cell run
a certain application or service, the cell has a large number
of users but the application is unique, and the UEs of MTC
typically perform similar operations in the progress of
network access, security authentication, data uploading and
link releasing each time they access a network, so commu-
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nication resulting therefrom is based on a same flow. Thus,
a pattern can be predetermined for the transmission of these
messages.

On the basis thereof and in order to address the foregoing
problem in the prior art, the invention provides a method of
performing pattern-based message transmission in a user
equipment served by a base station, the method including the
steps of: A. transmitting an equipment identifier of the user
equipment to the base station; B. receiving pattern informa-
tion from the base station, the pattern information being
determined by the base station; and C. performing message
transmission with the base station based on the pattern
information.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the pattern
information includes at least one parameter associated with
the message transmission, and the parameter includes at
least one of a message delay and a message size.

The invention further provides a method of performing
pattern-based message transmission in a base station serving
a user equipment, the method including the steps of: A.
receiving an equipment identifier of the user equipment from
the user equipment; B. determining pattern information for
the user equipment according to the equipment identifier; C.
transmitting the pattern information to the user equipment;
and D. performing message transmission with the user
equipment based on the pattern information.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the step B
further is includes: the base station pre-stores the equipment
identifier and the pattern information corresponding to the
equipment identifier, and determines the pattern information
for the user equipment according to the equipment identifier.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the pattern
information includes at least one parameter associated with
the message transmission, and the parameter includes at
least one of a message delay and a message size.

The invention further provides a method of performing
pattern-based message transmission in a user equipment
served by a base station, the method including the steps of:
A. receiving system information from the base station via a
broadcast of the base station, the system information includ-
ing equipment identifiers of respective user equipments and
corresponding pattern information; and B. selecting the
corresponding pattern information from the system infor-
mation according to the equipment identifier to perform
message transmission with the base station based on the
pattern information.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the system
information further includes service identifiers, and the step
B further comprises: selecting the corresponding pattern
information from the system information according to the
equipment identifier and the service identifier to perform
message transmission with the base station based on the
pattern information.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the pattern
information includes at least one parameter associated with
the message transmission, and the parameter includes at
least one of a message delay and a message size.

The invention further provides a method of performing
pattern-based message transmission in a base station serving
a user equipment, the method including the steps of: A.
broadcasting system information to respective user equip-
ments, the system information including equipment is iden-
tifiers of the respective user equipments and corresponding
pattern information; and B. performing message transmis-
sion with the user equipment based on the pattern informa-
tion selected by the user equipment.
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According to an embodiment of the invention, the system
information further includes service identifiers so that the
user equipment selects the corresponding pattern informa-
tion from the system information according to the equipment
identifier and the service identifier to perform message
transmission with the base station based on the pattern
information.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the pattern
information includes at least one parameter associated with
the message transmission, and the parameter includes at
least one of a message delay and a message size.

The invention further provides a method of performing
pattern-based message transmission in a user equipment
served by a base station, the method including the steps of:
A. transmitting pattern information to the base station; B.
receiving from the base station the pattern information
confirmed and/or altered by the base station; and C. per-
forming message transmission with the base station based on
the pattern information confirmed and/or altered by the base
station.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the pattern
information includes at least one parameter associated with
the message transmission, and the parameter includes at
least one of a message delay and a message size.

The invention further provides a method of performing
pattern-based message transmission in a base station serving
a user equipment, the method including the steps of: A.
receiving pattern information from the user equipment; B.
confirming and/or altering the pattern information according
to a practical condition; C. transmitting the confirmed and/or
altered pattern information to the user equipment; and D.
performing message transmission with the user equipment
based on the confirmed is and/or altered pattern information.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the pattern
information includes at least one parameter associated with
the message transmission, and the parameter includes at
least one of a message delay and a message size; and/or the
practical condition includes at least one of current allocation
of physical resources, a real protocol flow and a process
delay.

With a preferred embodiment of the invention, a base
station (eNB) predefines transmission patterns for similar or
identical services operated by respective UEs of MTC or
pre-negotiates with the respective UEs of MTC about the
transmission patterns, and these transmission patterns are
based on identifiers, applications or services of the UEs of
MTC. The base station can determine a transmission pro-
cedure of signaling and data, when the base station defines
or acquires the pattern of the message transmission to be
performed by a UE of MTC, i.e., pattern information. In this
way, the remaining transmission (either signaling or data
transmission) to be performed can be handled in a prede-
termined pattern, which means that scheduling resource can
be greatly saved and thus signaling overheads can be greatly
reduced.

Also with another preferred embodiment of the invention,
with an optimized design of a pattern, an acknowledgement
message and subsequent signalings and/or data could be
encapsulated in a same data packet for transmission and
reception, thereby resources are further saved. This
improves the efficiency of utilizing signaling greatly in
general, reduces signaling overheads, and also facilitates
various communication between other users in the cell,
improves the efficiency of economy and saves cost.
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Various aspects of the invention will become more appar-
ent from the following description of embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

With reference to the following detailed description of the
is non-restrictive embodiments, other features, objects and
advantages of the present invention will be more apparent:

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a UE of MTC
performing message transmission with a base station in the
prior art;

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of a systematic
method of a method of pattern-based message transmission
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 illustrate method flow charts at a base
station and at a user equipment for a method of pattern-based
message transmission according to another embodiment of
the invention; and

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic diagram of a systematic
method of a method of pattern-based message transmission
according to a further embodiment of the invention.

Identical or similar reference numerals refer to identical
or similar components or features throughout the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a UE of MTC
performing message transmission with a base station in the
prior art. As illustrated, the process is a process starting from
UE accessing a network until UE releasing a connection
through Radio Resource Control (RRC). Since a base station
does not know the specific conditions of the transmission
interval, content and etc. of each message, the resources of
a system have to be scheduled each time when signaling or
data is transmitted. As illustrated, there are 24 messages in
total by which PDCCH signaling resources are consumed,
and this means an additional 24 times load is required for the
transmission of a data packet. More signaling interaction
steps may be further required if the UE of MTC further
activates, for example, security and other functions. Also
more signaling interaction will be required for delayed
transmission or retransmission. Thus, in practice, more
PDCCH signaling resources tend to be consumed. This will
is further increase signaling overheads and thus result in
numerous serious problems.

However, UEs of MTC usually perform identical and/or
similar applications and/or services and the communication
flows they experienced are always identical as described
above. Thus, a transmission pattern can be defined for
identical and/or similar services of different UEs and/or the
same UE, for example, for a typical application, e.g., in
which a water meter reports a reading (that is, a correspond-
ing transmission pattern can be defined for a UE with a
single service according to an equipment identifier and a
corresponding transmission pattern can be defined for a UE
with a plurality of services according to the equipment
identifier and a current service identifier thereof); and the
pattern information of the service can be determined to
predefine the exchange of messages (data and signaling) to
be performed. For example, the pattern information includes
at least one parameter associated with the message trans-
mission. For example, the parameter includes, but not lim-
ited to, the size of each exchanged message, the delay
between the respective messages, etc. In the schematic
diagram of the message transmission illustrated in FIG. 1,
for example, the pattern information can include the size of
a message in the figure and the delay between messages. In
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this way, the base station can acquire the flow and content
of the whole communication in advance (for example,
acquire when to transmit each message, the content of each
message and etc.). Thus, it is not necessary to schedule each
message, but it only needs to schedule the first message of
the communication started in a pattern after the pattern is
determined. Apparently, signaling overheads and thus
resources can be greatly saved due to the pattern-based
message transmission of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of a systematic
method of a method of pattern-based message transmission
according to an embodiment of the invention. In the step
S20, a UE transmits an is equipment identifier to a base
station. For example, this transmission step can be per-
formed by transmitting an International Mobile Subscriber
Identification Number (IMS) to the base station in an Msg3
RRC Connection Request in FIG. 1. And in this step, the
base station receives the equipment identifier of the UE from
the UE.

In the step S21, the base station determines pattern
information for the UE according to a type to which the UE
belongs based on the received equipment identifier. In a
preferred embodiment, the base station pre-stores the equip-
ment identifiers and the pattern information corresponding
to the equipment identifiers and can hereby determine the
pattern information for the user equipment according to the
equipment identifier. And the pattern information includes,
for examples, the size of each exchanged message, the delay
between respective messages and etc.

In the step S22, the base station transmits the determined
pattern information to the UE. For example, the base station
can transmit the determined pattern information to the UE
during the setup of an RRC connection. And in this step, the
UE receives the pattern information from the base station. In
a preferred embodiment, the base station can transmits the
pattern information to the UE as a part of Quality of Service
(QoS).

In the step S23, the UE and the base station start message
transmission based on the pattern information, for example,
the message transmission numbered from 3 to 24 in FIG. 1.
Since the base station acquires specific steps of the message
transmission to be performed in advance, for example, the
transmission time, the transmission content, the time interval
and etc., it is only necessary to schedule them once instead
of scheduling all the remaining transmission of each mes-
sage, thereby greatly saving signaling resources.

FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 illustrate method flow charts at a user
equipment and at a base station for a method of pattern-
based message transmission according to another embodi-
ment of the invention. In the step S30, a base station
broadcasts system information to respective user equip-
ments, the is system information including equipment iden-
tifiers of the respective user equipments and the correspond-
ing pattern information. In the step S40, the respective user
equipments receive the system information from the base
station via the broadcast of the base station.

In the step S41, the user equipment selects the corre-
sponding pattern information from the system information
according to the equipment identifier in order to perform
message transmission with the base station based on the
pattern information. In the step S31, the base station per-
forms message transmission with the user equipment based
on the pattern information selected by the user equipment.
For example, the user equipment can transmit the selected
pattern information to the base station in an RRC Connec-
tion Request to hereby perform pattern-based communica-
tion with the base station.
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For example, the pattern information includes at least one
parameter associated with message transmission, for
example, including but not limited to the size of each
exchanged message, the delay between respective messages,
and etc.

In a preferred embodiment, the system information can
further include service identifiers. The service identifiers
correspond to a variety of services that can be performed by
the corresponding user equipments. If a user equipment has
a variety of services, then it can select the corresponding
pattern information from the system information according
to the equipment identifier and the service identifier in the
system information in order to perform message transmis-
sion with the base station based on the pattern information.

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic diagram of a systematic
method of a method of pattern-based message transmission
according to a further embodiment of the invention. In the
step S50, a user equipment transmits pattern information to
a base station, for example, transmits the pattern information
to the base station in an RRC Connect Request, and the base
station receives the pattern information from the user equip-
ment. The is pattern information is defined by the user
equipment according to its service(s) and the specific con-
tent and the size of a message and can include but will not
be limited to the size of each exchanged message, the delay
between respective messages, and etc.

In the step S51, the base station confirms and/or alters the
received pattern information according to a practical condi-
tion. The practical condition can include at least one of
current allocation of physical resources, a real protocol flow
and a process delay.

In the step S52, the base station transmits the confirmed
and/or altered pattern information to the user equipment, and
the user equipment receives the pattern information con-
firmed and/or altered by the base station from the base
station.

In the step S53, the base station and the user equipment
perform message transmission based on the pattern infor-
mation confirmed and/or altered by the base station.

In another preferred embodiment of the invention, the
user equipment and the base station can acquire the pattern
information from a shared database in advance and perform
message transmission based on the pattern information.
Alternatively, the user equipment and the base station can
determine the pattern information in a predefined protocol in
order to perform message transmission based on the pattern
information.

In a further preferred embodiment of the invention, the
user equipment can negotiate with the base station about the
pattern information when it performs data transmission with
the base station at the first time and use the pattern infor-
mation directly and perform data transmission with the base
station when it subsequently performs data transmission
with the base station.

In the foregoing embodiments, the size of a message can
be preset according to the specific content transmitted in the
message, and the delay of each message can be set appro-
priately for a practical application. The retransmission, the
time period for processing each message at a is background
and other factors could also be taken into account. Further-
more, with an optimized design of a pattern, an acknowl-
edgement message and subsequent signalings and/or data
could be encapsulated in a same data packet for transmission
and reception, thereby resources are further saved. This
improves the efficiency of utilizing signaling greatly in
general, reduces signaling overheads, and also facilitates
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various communication between other users in the cell,
improves the efficiency of economy and saves cost.

Additionally, when there is a message transmitted unsuc-
cessfully, then the base station can make a Hybrid Automatic
Repeat Request (HARQ) based on a Cell Radio Network
Temporary Identifier of the user equipment of MTC without
any influence on the performance of the whole flow, because
the delay in the transmission of each message can be set
appropriately to be compatible with a delay caused by a
potential HARQ retransmission.

It should be noted the foregoing embodiments are merely
exemplary but not intended to limit the invention. Any
technical solutions without departing from the spirit of the
invention fall into the scope of the invention and this
includes the usage of different technical features appearing
in different embodiments and potential combinations of
various features and embodiments for achieving benefits.
Furthermore, any reference numerals in the claims should
not be construed as limiting the related claims, and the term
“include/comprise” shall not preclude other elements or
steps unlisted in the claims or the description.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of performing pattern-based message trans-
mission in a user equipment served by a base station, the
method comprising:

transmitting an equipment identifier of the user equipment

to the base station;

receiving pattern information from the base station, the

pattern information being determined by the base sta-
tion; and

performing message transmission with the base station

based on the pattern information;

wherein, the pattern information predefines an exchange

of messages to be performed, thus the flow and content
of the whole communication can be acquired in
advance according to the pattern information, and
scheduling all the transmission of each message can be
avoided.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the pattern
information comprises at least one parameter associated
with the message transmission, and the parameter comprises
at least one of a message delay and a message size.

3. A method of performing pattern-based message trans-
mission in a base station serving a user equipment, the
method comprising:

receiving an equipment identifier of the user equipment

from the user equipment;

determining pattern information for the user equipment

according to the equipment identifier;

transmitting the pattern information to the user equip-

ment; and

performing message transmission with the user equip-

ment based on the pattern information;

wherein, the pattern information predefines an exchange

of messages to be performed, thus the flow and content
of the whole communication can be acquired in
advance according to the pattern information, and
scheduling all the transmission of each message can be
avoided.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the deter-
mining further comprises: the base station pre-stores the
equipment identifier and the pattern information correspond-
ing to the equipment identifier, and determines the pattern
information for the user equipment according to the equip-
ment identifier.

5. The method according to claim 3, wherein the pattern
information comprises at least one parameter associated
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with the message transmission, and the parameter comprises
at least one of a message delay and a message size.
6. A method of performing pattern-based message trans-
mission in a user equipment served by a base station, the
method comprising:
receiving system information from the base station via a
broadcast of the base station, the system information
comprising equipment identifiers of respective user
equipment and corresponding pattern information; and

selecting the corresponding pattern information from the
system information according to the equipment identi-
fier to perform message transmission with the base
station based on the pattern information;

wherein, the pattern information predefines an exchange

of messages to be performed, thus the flow and content
of the whole communication can be acquired in
advance according to the pattern information, and
scheduling all the transmission of each message can be
avoided.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the system
information further comprises service identifiers, and the
selecting further comprises: selecting the corresponding
pattern information from the system information according
to the equipment identifier and the service identifier to
perform message transmission with the base station based on
the pattern information.

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the pattern
information comprises at least one parameter associated
with the message transmission, and the parameter comprises
at least one of a message delay and a message size.

9. A method of performing pattern-based message trans-
mission in a base station serving a user equipment, the
method comprising:

broadcasting system information to respective user equip-

ment, the system information comprising equipment
identifiers of the respective user equipment and corre-
sponding pattern information; and

performing message transmission with the user equip-

ment based on the pattern information selected by the
user equipment;
wherein, the pattern information predefines an exchange
of messages to be performed, thus the flow and content
of the whole communication can be acquired in
advance according to the pattern information, and
scheduling all the transmission of each message can be
avoided.
10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the system
information further comprises service identifiers so that the
user equipment selects the corresponding pattern informa-
tion from the system information according to the equipment
identifier and the service identifier to perform message
transmission with the base station based on the pattern
information.
11. The method according to claim 9, wherein the pattern
information comprises at least one parameter associated
with the message transmission, and the parameter comprises
at least one of a message delay and a message size.
12. A method of performing pattern-based message trans-
mission in a user equipment served by a base station, the
method comprising:
transmitting pattern information to the base station;
receiving from the base station the pattern information
confirmed and/or altered by the base station; and

performing message transmission with the base station
based on the pattern information confirmed and/or
altered by the base station;
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wherein, the pattern information predefines an exchange
of messages to be performed, thus the flow and content
of the whole communication can be acquired in
advance according to the pattern information, and
scheduling all the transmission of each message can be
avoided.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the pattern
information comprises at least one parameter associated
with the message transmission, and the parameter comprises
at least one of a message delay and a message size.

14. A method of performing pattern-based message trans-
mission in a base station serving a user equipment, the
method comprising:

receiving pattern information from the user equipment;

confirming and/or altering the pattern information accord-

ing to a practical condition;

transmitting the confirmed and/or altered pattern infor-

mation to the user equipment; and

10
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performing message transmission with the user equip-
ment based on the confirmed and/or altered pattern
information;

wherein, the pattern information predefines an exchange

of messages to be performed, thus the flow and content
of the whole communication can be acquired in
advance according to the pattern information, and
scheduling all the transmission of each message can be
avoided.

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein the pattern
information comprises at least one parameter associated
with the message transmission, and the parameter comprises
at least one of a message delay and a message size; and/or
the practical condition comprises at least one of current
allocation of physical resources, a real protocol flow and a
process delay.



